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Chapter 8-2

Distance education in Latin
America: growth and maturity

Fabio Chacon

The aim of this chapter is to show how the Latin American countries have
addressed their educational needs through the delivery of distance educarion|
programmes, using a variety of approaches and technologies. It also presents
a current view of this discipline in the region, addressing the question o
whether or not the institutions and practitioners are ready for the adoption
of new information and communication technologies, as the twenty-first]
century approaches.

Distance education has been assimilated in to the contemporary life o
Latin American countries as a major innovation expected to contribute to
filling the gap between the increasing learning needs of the adult population,
and the inadequate provision from the traditional education systems,

—————————
Plintorools ~| Ml — — o ome | m o ma '“!“'"'\'"W'"‘-”]

138 Fabio Chacon

dominant; in fact, some of the less technically advanced programmes
continue to benefit their audiences. Chacon and Gonzalez (1997) have
identified four main stages in the evolution of distance education provision
in Latin America, following criteria of type of technology and of clientele.
These stages are briefly described below, using some arbitrary milestones
to divide the periods.

Early stage: adult basic education (1946-66)

The initial Latin American movements which constituted early forms of
distance education were based on correspondence and radio education. In
1946, the Sutatenza Radio Schools were created in Colombia by Accion
Comunitaria Popular, an extension of the Catholic Church. Similar
programmes emerged in a short span of time which were aimed principally
at improving schooling and life adaptation skills of underprivileged
populations, both in the rural areas and in the poor sections of large cities.
The main content areas were literacy, numeracy, hygiene, citizenship,
agriculture and crafts. Such programmes existed in almost all countries of
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Full text article

Distance learning and
LIS professional
development

I v Robinson and
David Bawwden

Lyn Robinson is a Visiting Lecturer and David Bawden
is a Senior Lecturer, both at the Department of
Information Science, City University, London, UK.

Introduction

Distance learning is not a new concept.
Paper-based “correspondence courses™ have
a long history; the first references to courses
of this tyvpe date from the 1720s, and the idea
was well known by the 1830s (Holmberg,
19953, Isaac Pitman started to teach
shorthand by post in the 1840s, language
teaching by correspondence began in
Germany in 1856, and during the second half
of the nineteenth century correspondence
education became well-established
throughout the USA and Europe (Rowntree,
1992).

However, distance leaming 1s now a
prominent and “cutting edge™ topic in
education and training, associated with the
ideas of open leaming and lifelong learning,
and including very varied forms of course,
from degree programmes and accredited
professional development, to shorter tutorials
and work-based training; see, for example,
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Assessing Mobile Learning Effectiveness and Acceptance

by Paul W. Williams
Master of Science. Information Systems and Technology Management, 2004
George Washington Umniversity

Bachelor of Science, Decision Sciences and Management Information Systems, 1994
George Mason University

Asgsociate of Arts, General Studies, 1992
MNorthern Virginia Commmunity College

Associate of Arts, Business Administration, 1992 Chapter 1
Northern Virgima Community College

. . . Introduction
A dissertation submitted to

The Faculty of

The School of Business y : e . ~ v i ~ e -,
of the George Washington Usiversity Ubiquitous access to the commodity or public Intemet creates an opportunity for

in partial fulfillment of the requirements

for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy academuc mnstitutions to enhance education and traming opportunities for students and
January 31, 2009 improve academic performance via delivery of content and instruction over electronic
Dissertation directed by learning (e-leaming) networks (Anido, 2006). The Internet provides the supporting

Edward J. Cherian
Professor of Information Systems

environment for virtual and distributed e-learning networks (Ali, Bilotta, Gabnele, &
Pantano, 2006). According to Mei and Shen (2002), networks that enable e-leaming are
becoming increasingly complex in terms of functions and features supported. Networks

Full text of Thesi

used to support e-leaming initiatives can meet the personalized needs of leamers (Shih &

Hune. 2006). E-leaming networks carrv data. voice. and video images back and forth
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