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23rd & 24th of June 2009  

T raditionally, libraries turn to big software       
vendors and proprietary software for their    
library management systems. The Asia e 

University Library made a bold decision in adopting 
and implementing the open source Integrated Library             
Management System KOHA as its library system. This is 
ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ hǇŜƴ 
{ƻǳǊŎŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎƛŀ Ŝ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ 
of promoting Open Source Computing. The Asia e 
University is among the first in Asia to offer degrees in 
Open Source Computing i.e. the Executive  Master in 
Open Source Computing and Open Source ERP 
(Adempiere) and Bachelor of ICT (Open Source 
Computing). 

Pre-workshop between President AeU,  
Professor Dato Dr Ansary Ahmed, the facilitator, 

En. Amzari and Dean of ICT, Dr. Nurhizam 

YƻƘŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨDƛŦǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƻǊƛ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ-
featured Open Source Library Management System 
first deployed in January 2000 at Horowhenua Library 
Trust in New Zealand and is now used by more than 
500 libraries worldwide. KOHA's features and 
capability continues to evolve and expand to meet the 
needs of its user base. The collaborative efforts of the 
growing community of libraries provide the continuous 
development of the system.  
 
 As with any open source software system, to apply 
and use the system effectively it takes more than just 
downloading and pressing a button. Open source 
software requires just as much commitment as 
commercial software. It involves installing changing 
and adapting to provides solutions ς and it depends a 
great deal on sharing of knowledge and experience 
among users and interest groups.  

Hands on in session during the Workshop 
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Lecture session 

It is working towards providing the platform to create 
awareness, strengthen the sharing of knowledge and    
experience on the application of KOHA, that the Library 
and the School of Information and Communication     
Technology of Asia e University jointly organised a     
Workshop on KOHA: An Integrated Library Management     
System on the 23rd and 24th of June 2009.  
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Among the objectives of the Workshop were:  
¶ To create awareness on the benefits of  

using Open Source Software.  
¶ To introduce KOHA as an Integrated Library 

management System  
¶ To exchange information, knowledge and 

experience in using KOHA for Library     
management. 

¶ To initiate the establishment of a Malaysian 
KOHA User Group.  

The workshop was attended by 32 participants 
who were mainly librarians, IT personnel,        
researchers and administrators. Participants 
came from all over Malaysia and included an IT 
lecturer from Nigeria.  
 
The main facilitators are En. Amzari and Cik   
Salmah Salleh. EN. Amzari is an IT lecturer at the 
International Islamic University Malaysia and he 
is the consultant and facilitator in the              
application of KOHA for AeU Library.  
 
Cik Salmah Salleh is an international expert on 
the Information Organization and Information 
Management, has 30 years  of experience in 
both the academic and professional field. She          
currently the Training Consultant at AeU         
Library. 
 
Two ICT academic staff, Dr. Nurhizam Safie (The 
Dean) and Dr. Zaitun Abu Bakar  were also    
available as additional facilitators.  
  
The workshop was conducted at AeU with hands
-on sessions using live data in the computer 
laboratory.  

¢ƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ       
indicated that the workshop has generated a 
great deal of interest and confidence in the use 
of KOHA. Several universities, public and      
private  organizations have expressed  interest 
in adopting and implementing KOHA.  
 
Among the challenges faced by these 
organizations is the lack of awareness of KOHA, 
its    advantages,   expertise and trained staff to 
use it. The formation of a Malaysian KOHA 
User Group would address some of these 
issues and minimise the impact of other 
related problems. As a start, a website to cater 
to the user group forum has since been set up. 
 
Due to the success of this workshop, there are 
future plans to conduct workshops on Advance 
KOHA, PERL etc.   
 
The AeU Library staff is to be congratulated for 
taking the lead and successful organizing  their 
first workshop within 6 months of the 
establishing AeU Library. 
 
A big thank you to all AeU Staff who have           
contributed to the successful of the workshop.  

Presentation of certificate to a participant from 
Sarawak by Deputy President Professor 

Dr.Hairudin Harun 

KOHA Workshop Participants and Organising  
Committee with Deputy President Professor  

Hairudin Harun. 


